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                 CITY OF DANIA BEACH

                    COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

               STAFF REPORT

DATE:

June 23, 2015 

TO:


Robert Baldwin, City Manager

FROM:

Tom Ansbro, City Attorney

VIA:


Marc LaFerrier, AICP, Director of Community Development
SUBJECT:
Appointment of Code Enforcement Special Magistrate
The City conducts a Code Enforcement hearing with a Special Magistrate on the first Thursday of every month. The City’s agreements, with two (2) Special Magistrates, are on a rotating basis to ensure availability.  Mr. Gordon Linn, one of the Magistrates recently retired from service and his position was recently filled (attorney Bruce Jolly was appointed).  The City’s other Special Magistrate, Mr. Mark Berman, has now been selected to serve as the City Attorney for the City of Pompano Beach, and consequently, another vacancy has occurred, since he wishes to resign his Special Magistrate post.
The Community Development Department and the City Attorney are requesting the appointment of Ms. Judith Secher to serve as one of the two Special Magistrates to conduct the City’s Code enforcement proceedings, a copy of her résumé is attached.  Magistrate candidates’ qualifications are typically received, reviewed and recommended by the City Attorney.  Ms. Secher’s Special Magistrate Agreement includes terms for service and compensation for services, and the Agreement is made a part of and incorporated into the Resolution proposed for her appointment. The terms of the Agreement are the same as those of the current Magistrate’s Agreement.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approval
Attachment: Résumé 

JUDITH E SECHER

621 NORTH 44TH AVENUE

HOLLYWOOD FLORIDA 33021

305-215-4094

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
EDUCATION:

University of Miami School of Law, Miami, Florida -  J.D., 1982

Emerson College, Boston, Massachusetts, 1969 - M.A., English and Speech  ((Teaching Fellowship)

University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1966 -  B.A., English and Secondary Education
LEGAL AND OTHER EXPERIENCE:

6-12 to Present:  Special Magistrate , City of Hollywood - Magistrate at  Code Enforcement, Vehicle Impoundment, and Red Light Enforcement hearings

2011 to Present:  Part Time Adjunct Professor, Miami-Dade College, School of Justice, Miami, Florida. Teaching  Police Academy Basic Law Enforcement  (BLE) and Corrections Officer classes.

6-92 to 2-07: Police Legal Advisor,  Miami-Dade Police Department, Miami, Florida. Litigated asset forfeiture cases, trained police officers, and provided written and verbal legal advice

11-90 to 5-92: Assistant City Attorney, City of North Miami Beach, Florida. Litigated asset forfeiture and  tort cases 

7-89 to 11-90: Attorney, Shailer, Purdy & Jolly, P.A., Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Litigated asset forfeiture cases representing the Broward County Sheriff and The Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles

12-83 to 7-89: Assistant City Attorney/Police Legal Advisor,  City of Miami, Florida, Litigated asset forfeiture cases, presented cases at the City Civil Sevice Board, and provided written and verbal legal advice

12-79 to 12-83: Legal Intern, Certified Legal Intern, and Assistant State Attorney, Office of the State Attorney, 11th Judicial Circuit, Miami-Dade County, Florida. As a certified Intern and Assistant State Attorney litigated misdemeanor cases, including violations of municipal code violations. As an Assistant State Attorney litigated in felony divisions.
1972 to 1979: High school teacher, Miami Senior High School and Miami Edison Senior High School in Miami-Dade County, Florida. Taught English and Speech classes, and sponsored the National Forensic League program at Miami High, placing the Miami High debate team in First Place in Florida.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS:

The Florida Bar and Florida Association of Police Attorneys (President 1988-1990)

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:

Author/Editor of Florida Forfeiture Handbook with James Swain, latest edition published by Lexis Nexis/Matthew Bender 2005   and Co-Author of Florida Bar Governmental Handbook, Forfeiture Section (2005)

Speaker at seminars and training programs on asset forfeiture,  which were sponsored by federal, state and local agencies and organizations, including:  the United States Department of Justice; the American Prosecutors Research Institute; the Florida Prosecuting Attorney's Association; Miami-Dade College School of Justice; the Florida Department of Law Enforcement; the Florida Bar; the Florida Municipal Attorney's Association, The Florida Association of Police Attorneys ; the Broward County Sheriff's Office; and Oceana Publications ( prior publisher of the forfeiture handbook)

